
1.  Alzheimer’s Disease
• Difficulty swallowing 
• Lack of bowel and bladder control
• Inability to dress or feed oneself
• Loss of meaningful speech
• Consistent weight loss

2.  ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease)
• Rapid progression
• Decreased physical functioning
• Loss of muscle use
• Weight loss

3.  Congestive Heart Disease
• Severe fatigue
• Shortness of breath at rest
• Chronic fluid build-up
• Frequent hospitalization

4.  Lung Disease
• Severe debilitating asthma/emphysema
• Shortness of breath at rest
• Oxygen dependent
• Frequent hospitalization

5.  Dementia
• Difficulty swallowing
• Lack of bowel and bladder control
• Inability to dress or feed oneself
• Consistent weight loss

6.  Stroke
• Coma
• Inability to swallow
• Slurred speech or inability to speak
• Need for total care

HOSPICE Care GUIDELINES

COMMON INDICATORS FOR HOSPICE CARE
Not all are required to qualify for care

— continued on back

for Patients and Families

™




